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S C O R E B O A R DE Q U E S T R I A N

C A L E N D A R

How do you add a new twist to a
staid and traditional sport like show
jumping? Just add speed and a team
battle for international boasting
rights.

The Riders Masters Cup, one of the
events at the Longines Masters of New
York starting this week at Nassau Vet-
erans Memorial Coliseum in Un-
iondale, pits the best American show
jumpers against their European rivals
in head-to-head matchups.

“The format keeps both teams in the
hunt right to the very end of the com-
petition in most scenarios,” said
McLain Ward, a three-time Olympic
medalist and member of the American
team.

“That keeps it exciting and keeps
the intensity level high,” he said, mak-
ing for great entertainment.

The results do not count toward
world rankings, but the riders enjoy
the unusual format, said Robert Rid-
land, the chef d’équipe of the United
States team. “And it’s really fun.”

It’s on a world stage, and “your
country is on the line, so in that sense,
it’s important,” he said, but “I think it’s
more about bragging rights.”

The Masters events, which this year
continue through Sunday, have long
included the Longines Grand Prix and
the Longines Speed Challenge. About
80 show jumpers will compete over
four days. The team competition,
which was added to the Masters in
2017, is on Saturday, only the second
time it has been held in New York. Five
of the top riders from the United States
will compete against a team from Eu-
rope, in a format loosely based on
golf’s Ryder Cup.

“Everybody knows about the Ryder
Cup from golf: It’s a battle between Eu-
rope and America,” said Christophe
Ameeuw, founder of the Riders Mas-
ters Cup. “Who are the best equestri-
ans today? It’s Europe and America.”

A random draw before the competi-
tion decides the head-to-head
matchups for the first round, in which
each horse and rider jump a course of
fences 1.5 meters (nearly five feet)
high that can be equally wide. The fast-
er of the two riders wins that duel, but
a rider and horse who knock down a
rail or do not jump a fence could lose
the duel. The teams score 10 points per

win for the first round.
The two coaches then determine

which European rider will be matched
against which American rider for the
second and final round. Each fallen rail
increases a rider’s time by three sec-
onds, meaning that round two has a
greater emphasis on quickness and
agility than round one.

“It brings the speed element to the
forefront of the competition,” which
makes for an exciting experience for
the spectators, Ridland said.

The competitors usually use one of
their “speed” horses, Ward said. He
wants a horse that is “very good
against the clock and naturally fast.”

Of course, going faster means cut-
ting corners more tightly, angling
fences and sometimes leaving a stride
out between two fences. All of those
moves will give the rider a faster time
while making it more likely that the
horse will drop a rail or refuse to jump.

Each matchup in the second round
is worth double points, so even if one

team loses all five matches in the first
round (as the United States did last
year), a couple of wins in the second
round can even the fight.

The event is built on the idea of
speed, said Harrie Smolders, a Dutch
rider.

“You need a fast horse, but one that
normally jumps a little bit bigger,” he
said. “You have to bring one of your
best horses.”

Last year’s battle in New York was-
n’t decided until the last fence of the
last round, when Smolders beat
Ward’s time, handing Europe the win.

It’s exciting when it’s decided who
wins or loses in the last split second of
the competition, Smolders said. The
Americans have yet to win the event,
but the competition has been close ev-
ery time.

“All three of the previous Riders
Cups have gone down to the last pair-
ing,” Ridland said. “We’ve always had

a shot.”
Usually, the coach picks 10 potential

riders in advance and then narrows
the team to the final five competitors.
In what he said was a strategic move,
Ridland chose to name this year’s final
American team early: Beezie Madden,
Ward, Devin Ryan, Laura Chapot and
Lillie Keenan.

“It’s not the grand prix, it’s not the
most important event of the week, but
I think the riders let their hair down a
little bit and have a little fun with it,”
Ward said.

Philippe Guerdat, the coach of the
European team, named his finalists
Wednesday night: Smolders, Darragh
Kenny of Ireland, Olivier Philippaerts
of Belgium, Edward Levy of France
and Pius Schwizer of Switzerland.
Guerdat is the former coach of the
French national show jumping team.

The Masters week at the coliseum
will also include music, art, shopping
and other activities, including a col-
lege riding competition and dog agility.

An equestrian himself, Ameeuw is
passionate about increasing the fan
base for show jumping. People proba-
bly think “it’s is a little bit boring,” he
said. But he hopes that spectators,
whether or not they love horses, will
come to an event and “discover a beau-
tiful, fantastic sport.”

He compared the experience to at-
tending Grand Slam tennis tourna-
ments. When you go to the United
States Open, even if you’re not a big
tennis fan, there are many other things
to do and enjoy, he said.

But for the die-hard show-jumping
disciples, there is no shortage of top
competition, culminating with the
grand prix on Sunday.

Ward won that class last year riding
Clinta, his 12-year-old gray Oldenburg
mare. But this year she is recovering
from an injury, so he said he hoped to
ride Tradition De La Roque, a 12-year-
old black Selle Français owned by
Kessler Show Stables.

New York is the third stop in the
Longines Masters series after Paris in
December and Hong Kong in Febru-
ary. Ward, who lives in Brewster, N.Y.,
said he liked having the team competi-
tion in New York.

“My hope is that it keeps growing in
popularity,” he said, “and is something
that can be a great event for many
years to come.”

The U.S. team’s McLain Ward, a three-time Olympic medalist, at last year’s Riders Masters Cup in New York.
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U.S.-Europe Team Competition Adds Spice
To the More Stately Pace of Show Jumping

By LISA COWAN

An international contest
is mostly about who gets
‘bragging rights.’

What to Watch This Weekend

N.B.A. PLAYOFFS The final days of the first
round are not going as expected. The Golden
State Warriors will face the Los Angeles for a
Game 6 (Friday, 10 p.m.) that no one saw
coming. Though the West is not settled, the
East is ready to move on to the second round.
The Toronto Raptors will take on the Philadel-
phia 76ers for the first round of their semifinal
series on Saturday, and the Milwaukee Bucks
will face the Boston Celtics on Sunday. The
times and channels are still to be determined.

M.L.B. The Houston Astros will host the
Cleveland Indians in a four-game series that
concludes Sunday night (7:05 p.m., ESPN). It
is the first meeting of the two American
League heavyweights since Houston swept
Cleveland in a divisional series last postsea-
son.

HOCKEY The second round of the N.H.L. play-
offs is underway. The Islanders have not
played since April 16, while their opponent,
the Hurricanes, played a double-overtime
Game 7 on Wednesday. Game 1 of their sec-
ond-round series is Friday at Barclays Center
(7 p.m., NBCSN), with Game 2 on Sunday (3
p.m., NBC).

SOCCER Liverpool will try to retake first
place, again, in the seesaw Premier League
race when it plays already-relegated Hudder-
sfield on Friday (3 p.m., NBCSN), but Man-
chester can grab it right back when it travels
to Burnley on Sunday (9 a.m., NBCSN). In
between, Dortmund and Schalke will square
off on Saturday in the Revierderby (9:30 a.m.,
FS2), one of the more enjoyable days on the
Bundesliga calendar.

AUTO RACING Nascar races at Talladega on
Sunday at 2 p.m. on Fox. The Azerbaijan
Grand Prix in Baku has been unpredictable,
with three winners in three races there (Sun-
day, 8:05 a.m., ESPN2).

Times are Eastern.

Mathew Barzal, above, and the Islanders face Justin Williams,
below, and the Hurricanes in the N.H.L. playoffs’ second round.
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